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EXPLORING USABILITY OF REDDIT

IN DATA SCIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE PROCESSING

JAN SAWICKI∗, MARIA GANZHA†, MARCIN PAPRZYCKI‡, AND AMELIA BĂDICĂ§

Abstract. This contribution argues that Reddit, as a massive, categorized, open-access dataset, is a useful data source, for
“almost any topic”. Hence, it can be used in data science, e.g. for knowledge exploration. This statement is backed-up with
presented analysis, based on 180 manually annotated papers, related to Reddit itself, and data acquired from popular databases of
scientific papers. Finally, an open source tool is introduced, which provides an easy access to Reddit resources, and an exploratory
data analysis of how Reddit covers selected topics. These functions can be used as a prelude analysis to a broader exploration of
Reddit’s applicability.
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1. Introduction. Recently, social networks and content sharing networks became popular repositories of
data, used for information and knowledge processing (especially for information retrieval). The aim of this work
is to explore the usability of Reddit as a data source. In this context, we present a review of scientific literature
about Reddit itself, its presence in scientific databases, and elaborate its “topical coverage”. Moreover, for the
latter study, a specialized tool (Reddit-TUDFE)’ is introduced, which allows for fast check of Reddit coverage
of a selected topic. The key contributions of this work are answers to the following research question (RQs):

• RQ1: What are the most popular methods to acquire Reddit data? (do they allow capturing graph
networks1)

• RQ2: What problems are the most researched when using Reddit as a dataset?
• RQ3: How does Reddit usage in data science change over time? Is it declining or is it increasing?
• RQ4: Are there any popular topics that are not (substantially) covered on Reddit?
• RQ5: Is Reddit used as a single dataset, or with datasets from other online platforms?2

These questions are essential for further planned research and positive answer would mean that Reddit
is a proper choice for proceeding with the project of information retrieval about popular trends, using graph
databases and complex networks. Moreover, positive answers would indicate that Reddit may be a competitor
(or a companion) to explorations based on more popular data sources, like Twitter.

2. What is Reddit. Let us start from a brief description of Reddit. It is a web content rating and
discussion website [31]. It was created in 2005 and is ranked as the 17th most visited website in the world,
with over 430 million monthly active users3 and total of over 13 billion posts and comments4. The structure of
Reddit is illustrated in Figure 2.1.

Reddit is divided into thematic subfora (so called, subreddits) dynamically created by its users. Therefore,
the topic structure is systematically evolving, in response to user needs. Each subreddit has its moderators
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1Here, graph networks are of special interests, because it can be observed that large number of methods of data extraction and

analysis are focused on application of graph theory.
2Answer to this question is crucial to establish (suggest) additional datasets, which could/should be used with Reddit.
3https://www.statista.com/topics/5672/reddit/#dossierSummary
4https://www.redditinc.com/
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Fig. 2.1. Reddit structure

who may supervise submissions and comments. Comments are linked to submissions, or to earlier comments,
forming a tree-like structure.

2.1. Content access rules and restrictions. Most of the subreddits are public (for registered and non-
registred users). There are some exceptions based, for instance, on karma points (i.e. user’s score), comments,
gold (i.e. Reddit’s currency that can be purchased with real money), moderator status, time on Reddit,
username and others. For instance, such restriction can be be applied to even a Harry Potter house preference
(e.g. r/gryffindor)5. Here, let us note that the Reddit topic explorations tool (introduced in Section 5), is based
only on access to publicly available data.

2.2. Accessibility – Reddit API vs. Pushshift API. Not only is the data on Reddit publicly accessible
(with the exception of private communities), it is also made available via the official Reddit API6. However, in
the course of literature review, it was found that most researchers do not actually use it. Over 90% of analyzed
papers either use ready datasets scraped earlier from Reddit and posted online (possibly in an annotated form),
or they choose the Pushshift API [4]. None of the analysed papers stated the explicit reason for this choice
(very few even mention how their datasets have been retrieved). However, practically testing capabilities of
Reddit API and Pushshift API shows that the key factor could have been that Reddit API does not allow easy
retrieval of historical data, while Pushshift API does. Hence, when developing the Reddit data exploration tool,
the Pushshift API was used.

3. Data acquisition and processing. To explore Reddit, as seen by the scientists, a dataset of all, most
recent, papers available on arXiv has been assembled – a total of 180 papers. All of them were related to Reddit

5https://www.reddit.com/r/ListOfSubreddits/wiki/privates
6https://www.reddit.com/dev/api/
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and submitted to arXiv between 01-01-2019 and 01-03-2021 (and retrieved on 30-03-20217). This dataset has
been processed both manually and automatically. First, collected papers have been manually annotated with
four attribute sets: topic (a general area of research), methods (theoretical approach, e.g. neural network,
text embedding), dataset and technologies (practical software, e.g. BERT [10]). Next, obtained results were
merged using arXiv identification code and the publicly available data, i.e. the content (title and raw text)
and the bibliometric metadata. This allowed extraction of information presented in Section 4. All collected
content has been converted to a raw text file, using PDF Miner software [38]. Next, the key features of titles
and texts have been cleaned and mined using the NLTK framework [26] (for sentiment and subjectivity), and
TF-IDF [36] for vectorization (both frameworks are part of the scikit-klearn library [34]).

4. Analysis and findings. As a result of processing of collected data, we were able to formulate a number
of observations. Let us summarize the most important ones.

4.1. Metadata and bibliometrics. First, let us consider a few noticeable bibliometric and authorship
statistics, gathered using Semantic Scholar8 and presented in Figures 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3.
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Fig. 4.1. Article count by the month of the submission date

As shown in Figure 4.1, there is a significant growth in the number of articles (related to Reddit) published
after March 2020 (correlated with the outburst of the COVID-19 pandemic) and in October 2020 (correlated
with notification dates for many scientific conferences [40]). The latter fact was also verified during manual
processing of collected data. This suggests that Reddit was used to provide data related to COVID pandemic
and that it is used as a data source for contributions to, broadly understood, data analytics related conferences.
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Fig. 4.2. Number of authors for the selected papers

Next, as seen in Figure 4.2, majority of papers were written by 2-4 authors, with one having 26 authors [13].

7

https://arxiv.org/search/advanced?&terms-0-term=reddit&classification-computer_science=y&date-from_date=2019-01-01&date-to_date=2021-03-01
8https://api.semanticscholar.org/
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Fig. 4.3. Article count by the author

Finally, Figure 4.3, shows that the most prolific authors, of Reddit-related papers, were Savvas Zannettou
(Max-Planck-Institute), Jeremy Blackburn (Binghamton University) and Gianluca Stringhini (Boston Univer-
sity). This seems to suggest that large number of scientific content, generated while studying Reddit posts, is
delivered by a close circle of scientists.

4.2. Analysis of topic, methods and technology. Topics, methods and technologies are key to answer
RQ1 and RQ2. These were extracted manually from the collected papers. They are summarized in Figures 4.4,
4.5 and 4.6.
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Fig. 4.4. Article count by article topics manually annotated in all papers

Figures 4.4 and 4.5 show clearly that the most popular research topic is conversation, which matches the fact
that Reddit is a discussion forum. Due to the timing of this work (overlapping with the COVID-19 pandemic),
the second most common topic is COVID (see Figure 4.4).
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Fig. 4.5. Article count by methods manually annotated in all papers
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Since Reddit consists mostly of text-based discussions, it is not surprising that the two most common
methods, in Reddit-related research, are text embeddings, used in text processing, and networks, used for social
network analysis. Note that, in the reported results, “network” (understood as a graph) and “neural network”
are separate terms.
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Fig. 4.6. Article count by technologies manually annotated in all papers

Regarding technologies (shown in Figure 4.6), over 45% of studies used Pushshift API [4] for Reddit data
extraction, and over 35% applied BERT [10] embedding (and its variations) for the natural language processing.

Finally, topics and methods have been combined in a correlation heatmap (Figure 4.7).
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Fig. 4.7. Research methods correlated with article topics

Here, a few significant correlations have been established. However, they have to be considered keeping in
mind that they materialize in the context of a specific dataset, created on from contributions reporting research
that used Reddit as a data source. therefore, no claim is made that these observation can be immediately
generalized beyond the dataset used in this work. However, based on general knowledge of the field, they seem
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to be in line with more general trends.
• Papers related to drugs typically use word embeddings. However, this can be related to the overall

popularity of word embeddings in the research conducted in early 2020th (see, for instance, the citation
count for [10]).

• Networks are typically applied in analysis of trends, e.g. topic popularity (this is a key finding for
RQ1).

• Articles dealing with sarcasm often use LSTM networks.
• Research devoted to the conversation generation typically applies the BLEU metric.

4.2.1. Topics of knowledge and information processing. The topic of information and knowledge
retrieval is one of the main aims of undertaken analysis. Hence, this category was checked specifically. Even
though many works focus on information spreading in online communities [13, 41, 11, 12], there is hardly
any focus purely on information/knowledge retrieval. There are precisely two papers (1% of the considered
work) related to knowledge processing (specifically, knowledge graphs [6, 43]). Expanding arXiv search, to
capture all articles including terms “knowledge” and “Reddit”, resulted in 4 records, none of which is related to
knowledge capture. Pairing keyword “Reddit” with “information retrieval” or ’information processing” yielded
0 results. Therefore, top knowledge processing/management-related conferences were searched, but only one
contribution [18], about knowledge and Reddit, has been found (published by the K-CAP conference in 20119).
This renders Reddit as a source that is definitely underexplored in terms of knowledge/information mining.

4.2.2. Use of Reddit combined with other datasets. Moving to the RQ5, it was discovered that
among papers that use Reddit, over 30% also use Twitter, which is a data source that is very often used for
sentiment analysis [24]). Other datasets that have been utilized together with Reddit are: Facebook, 4Chan,
YouTube, and Gab. Each of them appears in less than 10% of papers, which used Reddit (details are shown in
Figure 4.8). Datasets are rarely used in triplets, i.e. Reddit and two other datasets (the highest scoring triplets
were Reddit, combined with Twitter and Facebook 6.6% of articles; Reddit, used together with Twitter and
4chan 6% (e.g. [41, 42]), and Reddit studied jointly with Twitter, YouTube 5% of contributions (e.g. [5])).
Finally, a single paper considers combination of four datasets (i.e. Reddit, Twitter, Facebook, and Gab [7]).

Twitter Facebook 4chan YouTube Gab Quora Yahoo!
0
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30

Top platforms used in tandem with Reddit (% of article using a platform)

Fig. 4.8. Online platforms used as data sources together with Reddit

An interesting use case of Reddit usage in scientific environment has been found in “IEEE Top Programming
Languages: Design, Methods, and Data Sources”10. This work shows a practical approach to a an interesting
research question; here, what are the top programming languages. In this work Reddit is listed as one of the
sources among others, such as Google Trends, Twitter, GitHub and Stack Overflow.

4.3. Linguistic analysis. During exploratory data analysis, various natural language processing tech-
niques were applied. Among them, papers were also analysed linguistically. Specifically, sentiment analysis us-
ing NLTK framework [26] and SentimentAnalyzer11 was applied. Observed polarization (depicted in Figure 4.9)
indicates a negligible displacement towards the positive sentiment. This was expected, and is consistent with
previous studies on scientific literature sentiment [19].

9https://www.k-cap.org/kcap11/index.html
10https://spectrum.ieee.org/ieee-top-programming-languages-design-methods-and-data-sources
11https://www.nltk.org/api/nltk.sentiment.sentiment_analyzer.html
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Fig. 4.9. Histogram of number articles based on text polarity measures
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Fig. 4.10. Histogram of number articles based on text subjectivity measures

However, the subjectivity measure (summarised in Figure 4.10) raised concerns. Obviously, it has been
claimed that scientific research may be subjective, as it needs to allow “leaps of faith” (see, [9]). Moreover,
some philosophers [30, 29] argue that subjectivity is intrinsic for human nature. However, it is also claimed
(and for good reasons) that the foundation of the scientific method [32] revolves around aiming at objectivity.
Hence, results summarised in Figure 4.10, indicating high level of subjectivity, were somewhat concerning. To
establish the reason for this finding, the most “subjective” texts were studied directly. As a result is was found
that this is a false alarm. Specifically, apparent shift towards subjectivity was caused by inaccuracy of the
classifier (SentimentIntensityAnalyzer from nltk.sentiment12). For further understanding, let us consider the
selected sentences from the most subjective (according to the NLTK metric) articles.

• “However, this openness formed a platform for the polarization of opinions and controversial discus-
sions” [22] (score: 0.95)

• “(...) also presented an extended version of the study discussing potential racial bias in offensive content
datasets (...)” [2] (score: 1.0)

• “All datasets only contain activity between 01/2015 and 10/2018” [16] (score: 1.0)
Moreover, let us also consider how the calculated subjectivity measure changes with a simple modification

of selected statements (i.e. by removing particular words):
• Statement before transformation (score: 0.63):

“Controversially initiated and non-controversially initiated cascades, (a,b,c) are controversially initiated
posts’ cascades while (d,e,f) are non-controversial posts’ cascades where the red dots represent a com-
ment labeled as controversial by Reddit that is directed to the post’s author while a green dot is a
comment labeled controversial by Reddit that is directed to another comment.” [22]

• The same statement after transformation (score: 0.15):
“initiated and initiated cascades, (a,b,c) are initiated posts’ cascades while (d,e,f) are posts’ cascades
where the red dots represent a comment labeled as by Reddit that is directed to the post’s author while
a green dot is a comment labeled by Reddit that is directed to another comment.” [22]

12https://www.nltk.org/api/nltk.sentiment.html
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This suggests that simply using the “subjective” (key)words (e.g. “controversial”, “bias”) in the text,
regardless of their context, results in radically increased value of the variable that is to indicate subjectivity of
the text. However, there are sentences that do not use such words, which have also received a high subjectivity
score. Hence, further research would be required into the way that the NLTK metric works and why, sometimes,
it is rather misleading. However, this is outside of scope of the current contribution.

4.4. Reddit-based literature in scholarly databases. Let us now address RQ3 and RQ4. Even
though they cannot be unequivocally answered, possible answers can be experimentally explored. To verify the
change over time of the number of scholarly papers related to Reddit, between 2010 and 2021, 10 databases
have been analysed and queried for the term “reddit”. As shown in Figure 4.11 the number of found articles
raises year to year (RQ3).
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Fig. 4.11. Non-cumulative count of papers related to Reddit in scientific databases in years 2010-2021.

Table 4.1 shows how many articles, related to Reddit (e.g. using it as a data source, processing it, analysing
the comments, etc.), have been indexed in scientific databases.

Table 4.1
Number of scientific papers (which appeared in 2011-2021) related to Reddit (e.g. using it as dataset, exploring its structure

etc.) indexed in selected databases (all accessed on 09-06-2021).

Database Total size # papers

Google Scholar 330M [15] 98013

JSTOR 12M14 255515

PubMed 32M16 24317

AMiner 230M [15] 84018

Bielefeld Academic Search Engine 270M19 517620

Semantic Scholar 197M21 228022

AMiner 320M23 78424

Microsoft Academic 170M [15] 90225

WorldWideScience 300M [15] 125026

IEEE Xplore 855127 16228

ResearchGate 135M29 300130

Observations that can be made, on the basis of the results found in Table 4.1, are:
• the number of Reddit articles is quite small, yet representative,
• the number of Reddit papers is somewhat proportional in each database, so it can be stated that the

literature is quite equally spread in the Internet.
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4.4.1. Outlying results found in Google Scholar. The only database with trends inconsistent with
others is Google Scholar (Figure 4.11). However, although it is one of the most widely known databases
that indexes scientific publications [27, 17], it already received both praise and criticism [20, 39]. Main prob-
lems of Google Scholar, pointed out in the literature, are: (i) difficulties to estimate the actual size of the
database [33, 21], (2) gender- and race-related bias in displaying contributions [23], (iii) favoring incremental
work [23], (iv) favoring larger research communities [23], (v) limited indexing of files [20], (vi) incorrect biblio-
metrics (due to automated algorithms instead of skilled librarians) [28, 14], (vi) “uncertain quality of Google
Scholar’s performance” [14], (vii) “Google Scholar’s inability or unwillingness to elaborate on what documents
its system crawls” [14], and (viii) limitations of bibliometric analysis [28]. Moreover, Google Scholar declares
inconsistently the number of results of a query, and the actual number of returned results (e.g. a query returns
1000 actual results, while it declares 58,60031). This finding may correspond to already reported Google Scholar
inconsistencies [33, 21] and lack of transparency [14]. Therefore, Google Scholar can be treated as an outlier
and disregarded in conclusions drawn from this experiment.

4.5. Google Trends. The next experiment explored presence of popular trends in Reddit. This was done
based on Google Trends, an analytical website which provides information about popularity of search queries
in Google search engine 32. For all Global Google Trends 202033 their Reddit presence has been measured
(see Table 4.2). Overall, 79% of top Google Trends have a dedicated subreddit, while all of them are widely
discussed. Table 4.2 illustrates top three in each Google Trend category.

5. Reddit as “The Ultimate Dataset for Everything”. To further study whether Reddit contains
information about (almost) “any area”, a tool for easy exploratory data analysis (EDA [8]) was designed.
Specifically, Reddit-TUDFE allows quick search of any topic on Reddit, checking if/how it is represented, and
how it is discussed. Specifically, Reddit-TUDFE delivers the following functions:

1. Uses Reddit API to search for best matching subreddit.
2. Downloads newest N posts from the subreddit, using Pushshift API and a combination of PRAW36

and PSAW37.
3. Performs basic text cleaning (tokenization with NLTK [26], removal of stopwords, punctuation, num-

bers).
4. Generates and displays post titles and content wordclouds38.

The code follows state-of-the-art solutions for code sharing ([35]) and is publicly available on GitHub39 as
a Jupyter Notebook [37].

To illustrate the capabilities of the developed application, let us present few examples, in two groups, in
Figures 5.2 and 5.1. The wordclouds are build from posts related to a subreddit dedicated (or closest) to the
searched topic. Reddit-TUDFE allows to quickly check if, and how, a particular topic is covered. Note that
similar examples can be derived for any other topic, while Reddit also shows potential in, for instance, building
ontologies, or semantic graphs. However, this possibility is out of scope of this contribution.

In Figure 5.1:

• Left subfigure shows result for the phrase “music”, a generic term, which is certainly discussed on
Reddit. One may see particular genres: rock, pop, rap, relaxing, electronic, etc.

• Middle subfigure displays results for phrase “rock”, a bit narrowed, but still vague music-related
(sub)topic, which is also present in Reddit, including artists/bands like: Rolling Stones, AC/DC, Led
Zeppeling, Queen, Pink etc.

• Right subfigure contains a strictly specific topic, i.e. the band “The Beatles”, which is also widely

31https://scholar.google.com/scholar?start=990&q=reddit&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5&as_ylo=2020&as_yhi=2020 accessed on
11-09-2021

32https://trends.google.com/trends
33https://trends.google.com/trends/yis/2020/GLOBAL/
36https://github.com/praw-dev/praw
37https://github.com/dmarx/psaw
38https://github.com/amueller/word_cloud
39https://anonymous.4open.science/r/reddit-tudfe-B736/reddit_tudfe.ipynb

https://anonymous.4open.science/r/reddit-tudfe-B736/reddit_tudfe.ipynb
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Table 4.2
Global Google Trends 202035 (top 3 in each Google Trends category) and their appearance on Reddit (“subreddit” – there

exists a dedicated subforum, “discussion” – the topic is present in (a) subreddit(s) of a broader topic)

Google Trend category on Reddit reference

Coronavirus searches subreddit r/Coronavirus
Election results searches discussion r/politics
Kobe Bryant searches subreddit r/kobebryant
Tom Hanks actors subreddit r/tomhanks
Joaquin Phoenix actors subreddit r/joaquinphoenix
Amitabh Bachchan actors subreddit r/india
Ryan Newman athletes subreddit r/RyanNewman
Michael Jordan athletes subreddit r/michaeljordan
Tyson Fury athletes subreddit r/TysonFury
Parasite movies subreddit r/parasite
1917 movies subreddit r/1917
Black Panther movies subreddit r/blackpanther
Tiger King tv shows subreddit r/TigerKing
Big Brother Brasil tv shows subreddit r/BigBrotherBrasil
Money Heist tv shows subreddit r/MoneyHeist
Joe Biden people subreddit r/JoeBiden
Kim Jong Un people subreddit r/kimjongun
Boris Johnson people subreddit r/BorisJohnson
Coronavirus news subreddit r/Coronavirus
Election results news discussion r/politics
Iran news subreddit r/iran
Among Us games subreddit r/AmongUs
Fall Guys: Ultimate Knockout games subreddit r/FallGuysGame
Valorant games subreddit r/VALORANT
Dalgona coffee recipes discussion r/cafe
Ekmek recipes discussion r/Breadit
Sourdough bread recipes subreddit r/SourdoughBread
Kobe Bryant loss subreddit r/kobebryant
Naya Rivera loss subreddit r/NayaRivera
Chadwick Boseman loss subreddit r/ChadwickBoseman
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Fig. 5.1. Exemplary wordclouds of 200 posts (before 01-09-2021) concerning (top to bottom): “music”, “rock” and “The
Beatles”.
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covered on Reddit. Here one may see, among others, individual band members: John Lennon, Paul
McCartney, Ringo Starr, and George Harrison.

Another example is summarized in Figure 5.2.

coronavirus

people

virus

case

new

c
o
n
fi
rm
e
d wuhan

corona

santa
clara

infected

first

china

chinese

like

county

h
iv

london

found

update

england

mask

outside

pharmacy

university

year

cases

deaths

isolation

ontario

prevention

bioweapon

news

health

th
in
k

flights

photo

friend

-ncov

says
need

getq
u
e
u
in
g

worldwide

flu person
sounds

good

self

contact

yet

dead

fl
ig
h
t

disease

bay

area

anyone

californiancov

contagious

thought

insertions

spain

breaking

outbreak

public

video

posted

gets

cinema

received

mine

blur

easy

reasonsc
o
n
s
e
n
t

post

face

e
m
a
il

sent

to
d
a
y

due

someone

global

spread

gmt

sub

cdc

warning

p
re
p
a
re

asymptomatic

in
d
o
n
e
s
ia

equipment

detect

still

nobody

califiornia

liverpool

g
o
t

know

terms

counter

c
a
ts

catch

concerned

partner

returns

australia

valentines

day

prediction

hong

kong

hku

rat

plague

fucked

york epidemiologists

identify

infections

differentiate

n
o
rm
a
l

activity

jack

started

elmhurst

queens

currently

recoveries

hours
tim

hortons one

places

open

event

quarantine

occur

wrong

c
o
m
p
a
ri
s
o
n
s

sars

guy

really

job

bunch

c
a
m
e

travel

question

dutch

investigation

symptoms

popular

topic

number

released

evacuation

boeing

wamos

air

arriving

brize

norton

rural

safety
seventh

centers

c
o
n
tr
o
l

details

picked

much

less

deadly

theory

gains

traction

contains

bno

re
p
o
rt
in
g

hubei

province

d
is
tu
rb
in
g

informations

leas

please

c
h
e
c
k

declares

e
m
e
rg
e
n

a
b
le

search

hash

tag

tw
it
te
rjanuary

s
u
ff
e
ri
n
g

infectious

diseases

plane

fo
rb
id
d
e
n

model

coronavirus

covid-

deaths

says
emergency

v
ir
u
s could

china

reports

lockdown
order

county

trumpnews

time
public

health

say

patients

digital

access

specific

vaccine

millions

wuhan

lab

april

gov

-y
e
a
r-
o
ld

orange

beaches

v
a
lid intelligence

covid

pandemic

doctors

new

take
one

users

workers

request

k
n
o
w

mask

fauci

data

mortality

ti
m
e
samazon

states

reopening

announces

action

planlocal

closing

use

model

may

chief

man-made

chinese

older

nearly

reserve

provide

re
p
o
rt

critical

amid

good

meat

quarantine

house

fighting

europe

extends

shelter

place

n
e
w
s
o
m

believe

s
ta
te

federal

south

genetically

modified

orders

making

childrens

please

show

te
s
t

puerto

rico

san

sent

million

payments

highest

death

plant

masks

keep

th
a
n
k

face

longer

m
e
d
ic
a
l

cases

countries

michigan

brazil

reopen

dutch

ticketing

c
o
m
p
a
n
y

devises

system

re
g
u
la
te

crowds

mobile
phone

spaceevent

receiveentrance

ticket

p
e
ri
o
d

people

hospital

p
e
n
n
s
y
lv
a
n
ia

country

reported
karen

pence

claims

policy

mayo

clinic

told

study

antibodies

llamas

help

fight

changes

contact

patterns

s
h
a
p
e

dynamics

outbreak

doable

hundredsdoses

january

c
o
m
b
in
in
g

excess

antibody

studies

researchers

estimate

deadly

flu
risen

p
o
v
e
rt
y

pulling

b
a
c
k

e
a
rn
in
g
s

plans

spend

profits

response

source

theres

evidence

comes

sweden

records

deadliest

week

century

re
s
is
ti
n
g

lockdowns

dead

still

qurantine

clearly something

wrong

remain

n
e
th
e
rl
a
n
d
s

ambitious

climate

line

supreme

court

ruling

texas

day

a
b
b
o
tt

prepares d
ro
p

stay-home

covid-

coronavirus

vaccine

pfizer

covid

vaccines

trump

in
d
ia

home

hospitalp
o
r

v
ir
u
s

officials

passed

o
ff
e
re
d

doses

summer

data

house

state

p
o
lic
e

speeding

review

official

que

test

lask
n
o
w

death

s
a
y
s

get

experts

s
a
y

florida

moderna

white

summit

late

sell

fo
rm
e
r

re
b
e
k
a
h

jo
n
e
s

astra

rate

millions

s
u
rg
e

breaking

iran

access

live

u
p
d
a
te
s

fired

built

clear

administration

raided

support

group

illness

hundreds

brazil

vaccination

doh

serving
warrant

govt

trialtasa

c
o
n
ta
g
io
s

presi�n

hospitalaria

m�laga

una

p
o
in
te
d

nyt

ti
m
e

seven

ic
u

nurses

want

battle

even

five

workers

plan

working

senators

could

fi
rs
t

arrivetimes

higher

flu

spreads

kansas

ru
n
s

s
ta
ff

v-day

alabama

senator

turn

americans

last

warns stocks

spread

california

might

giuliani

positive

ohio

stop

new

vulnerable

nyc

refuse man

fined

q
u
a
ra
n
ti
n
e

seconds

winter

c
h
ri
s
tm
a
s

business

contact

tracers

readies

n
a
v
a
jo

n
a
ti
o
n

shots

world

iranian

lives

dont

matter

sanctions impeding

agents

raid

scientist

dashboard

steer

analyst

inside

long-haul

fu
tu
re

faced

head-on

andhra

pradesh

mystery

puts

populous

a
im
s

start

jan

e
m
p
lo
y
e
e

tweets

video

whistle

b
lo
w
e
r

fla

n
u
rs
e

fe
a
re
d

galicia

har�

cribados

hosteler�a

para

detectar

crece

segundo

d�a

consecutivo

n�mero

h
o
s
p
it
a
liz
a
d
o
s

c
o
n
s
e
je
ro

salud

dice

andaluc�a

alt�sima

gaza

queda

sin

pide

ayuda

oms

autoridad

p
a
le
s
ti
n
a

aprueba

vacunas

pruebas

puedan

e
s
ta
r

exentas

iva

m
�
s

baja

seis

semanas

confirman

Fig. 5.2. Word clouds of 100 posts title from subreddit r/Coronavirus41at different times during COVID-19 pandemic (left
to right: 01-02-2020, 01-05-2020 and 08-12-2020)

In this figure, one can notice a clear shift of focus on the subreddit r/Coronavirus at different times of
COVID-19 pandemic [1] (phrase “coronavirus” is skipped). Figure 5.2 (left) (before 01-02-2020) shows that
the main interest concerned the phrases a.o.: “confirmed” (the number of confirmed infections), “Wuhan”
and “Chinese” (the geographical origins of the fist reported infections[25]). Figure 5.2 (middle) (before 01-05-
2020) displays that the main phrases changed to: “deaths” (due to COVID-19 infection) and “lockdown” (the
preventive measures against the spread of the virus). Figure 5.2 (right) (before 08-12-2020, i.e. near the first
vaccine invention) shows the general interests in phrases like: “vaccine” and “pfizer” (the company to invent
the vaccine [3]).

Note that analysing the evolution of thematic ecosystem is just one of possible applications of the Reddit–

TUDFE tool. Most importantly, it quickly allows checking whether given topical domain contains live (evolving
over time) information.

6. Concluding remarks. This work provides evidence that Reddit is a robust, but underutilized, resource
for information retrieval and knowledge capture, in almost any field of interest. Based on performed exploratory
analysis, the following answers to the research questions formulated at the beginning of this work can be
stipulated:

• RQ1: Reddit offers publicly available data, which can be easily retrieved with Pushshift API.
• RQ2: Most popular techniques for Reddit information processing are: text embeddings, neural net-

works, and graph networks.
• RQ3: Reddit is trending in scientific research as more and more articles using it are published every

year.
• RQ4: Reddit covers the majority (79%) of topics that appear in Global Google Trends, sustaining the

claim that Reddit is a robust source of knowledge about “everything trendy”.
• RQ5: Reddit is most commonly used in tandem with Twitter.

These conclusions render Reddit a perfect candidate for future research – especially the presence of graph
networks among common research methods and high coverage of popular trends. Finally, this analysis and the
Reddit–TUDFE tool provide solid foundation for future research on Reddit and its potential in information
retrieval.
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41https://www.reddit.com/r/Coronavirus/
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